
Huliauapaʻa
end of the year wrap-up 

2021 



Aloha ʻāina, 
  

Kelley  L. Uyeoka  

Executive Director 

As we transition into this new year, we 
reflect on the past makahiki and remain 
grateful for our health, our enduring 
relationships, and our kuleana. 
Throughout the past year we’ve 
continued to grow our programs in 
exciting new ways from returning to 
former partner wahi to dive deeper into 
our pilina of place, to developing 
partnerships with federal organizations, 
to serving as a community organization 
incubator to kōkua other grassroot 
organizations reach their full potential.  
 
And while we greatly miss gathering 
face to face with all of you, our 
partners, haumāna, and hoaaloha, we 
are thankful that we can continue to run 
our programs and projects both 
innovatively and safely. Our hui 
continues to shift, evolve, and flourish 
as we remain grounded in caring for 
our iwi kūpuna and wahi kūpuna, 
providing valuable research and 
resources to communities, and inspiring 
our learners 
 
Within this e-mag we are excited to 
share some highlights, updates, and 
accomplishments from 2021.    If you are 
moved to support Huliauapaʻa’s Wahi 
Kūpuna Stewardship mentorship 
programs, community workshops, or 
collective impact initiatives, we invite 
you to share what you can with an end 
of the year donation here. Mahalo piha 
for your continued kākoʻo! 

Photo Courtesy: Momi Wheeler 
Photo Cover Courtesy: Anianikū Chong
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https://www.huliauapaa.org/donate.html
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W A H I  K Ū P U N A  
COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS 

Each of the workshops created for this Wahi 
Kūpuna Community Workshop Series (WKCW) 
was customized to the needs of three different 
community stewardship groups, Ka Malu o 
Kahālāwai, Waipā Foundation, and 
Kaʻūpūlehu Dryland Forest - Hoʻola Ka 
Makanaʻā. A total of 5 workshops were held 
over the course of a year. All of which were 
virtual except for one (due to the ongoing 
pandemic). Workshop subjects included 
Ethnohistorical Research and Historical Maps, 
introduction to Mahele Research, Oral History, 
Community Ethnography, ArcGIS, and 
StoryMapping. Participants of the WKCW 
included people from Maui Komohana, Haleleʻa 
on Kauaʻi, and Kaʻūpūlehu on Hawaiʻi Island. 
Approximately 73 people participated 
throughout the workshop series and there was 
a total of approximately 307 participatory hours. 
In addition to the workshop series, numerous 
additional resources were developed and 
support was also provided to workshop 
participants. 

Approximately 73
the workshop series and there 
was   a   total   of  approximately 

people participated throughout 

participatory   hours. 307 In   addition   to   the 
the workshop series, numerous 
additional resources were 
developed and support was 
also provided to workshop 
participants. 

" As part of a community nonprofit organization, we come across land 
issues and disputes very often. Attending this workshop really showed 
the intricacies and many layers of knowing to be able to connect maps 
to the māhele to the place that we carry out our work. Additionally, all of 
these research tools presented to us are more avenues that we can 
utilize to know more about the ʻāina that we come from and the ʻāina 
that we are focused on restoring. Such valuable information and it was 
so helpful to learn ways to organize them as well, mahalo nui!



For the Maui Komohana WKCW we worked with Kanoe Steward and Kala Baybayan of Ka Malu o 
Kahālāwai a small non-profit group in Kahoma Valley. The workshop was held in two parts over 
the 

Maui Komohana Workshop 

course of two 
consecutive 
Sundays. Part 1 
of the workshop 
was held on July 
18th, 2021, which 
delved into and 
practiced skills 
in Ethnohistorical 
Research and 
Historical Maps. 
Further refining 
research skills, 
Part 2 of the 
workshop was 
held on July 
25th,  

Kaʻūpūlehu Workshop 
For the Kaʻūpūlehu WKCW, we worked with Yvonne Carter of Kaʻūpūlehu Dryland Forest - Hoʻola Ka 
Makanaʻā, a non-profit group on Hawaiʻi Island. The workshop was held on September 3rd, 2021, and 
focused on ArcGIS and StoryMapping led by Dominique Cordy and Lilia Merrin. Majority of 
participants that were invited and joined in this workshop were from the Kaʻūpūlehu Dryland Forest 
hui. There was a total of 5 virtual learners and there were approximately 15 participatory hours. 
Additional resources ArcGIS and StoryMapping were also provided to workshop participants. 

Photo Courtesy: Momi Wheeler
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For the Waipā WKCW, we worked 
with Kauʻi Fu and Kirstie Daily of 
the Waipā Foundation, a non-
profit group on Kauaʻi. The 
workshop was also held in two 
parts. Part 1 of the workshop was 
held on May 21, 2021, which was 
an Oral History Introductory 
workshop led by guest speakers 
Davianna McGregor and Micah 
Mizukami of UH Mānoa’s Ethnic 
Studies Center for Oral Histories. 
As requested by Waipā, this 
workshop was also open to the 
other to WKCW community 
members (Ka Malu o Kahālāwai 
and - Hoʻola Ka Makanaʻā). There 
were approximately 30 virtual 
learners for this workshop and
approximately 90 participatory 
hours. Additional resources 
related to Ethnography and 
Conducting Oral History were 
provided to workshop participants 

Waipā Workshop 
P a r t  1
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Waipā Workshop 
P a r t  2

Part 2 of the workshop was held in 
person at Kanolani Hale in Waipā on 
Kauaʻi, July 30th,  2021.  This workshop 
encompassed community 
ethnography, creating a Genealogy of 
people who were once and are 
currently still a part of Waipā 
Foundation as well as interviewing 
Uncle David Sproat. Majority of 
participants that were invited and 
joined in on this second workshop 
were a part of Waipā Foundation. 
There were approximately 13 people 
in attendance and approximately 52 
participatory hours. Additional support 
was provided in helping to transcribe 
interviews and information collected 
from the workshop. 

It was important to hear from new kumu the importance of oral histories, to learn and 

remember skills that I have not used in a while and to be inspired for our teams 

project/upcoming workshop. 

"
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Huliauapaa was the subawardee of a 2021 
National Science Foundation (NSF) CIVIC 
Track B Project in partnership with a team 
of Professors at UHM, including Tom 
Giambelluca at the UHM Water Resources 
Research Center, Yin Phan Tsang a UHM 
Associate Professor in surface hydrology,
Allison Nugent a UHM Assistant Professor 
in tropical/mountain meteorology, and
Mehana Vaughan a professor at UHM 
Natural Resource Environmental 
Management (NREM).

1) Collaborative Research: Work with 
community members to integrate diverse 
methods and sources of knowledge of 
watershed changes over time to enhance local 
level care and management of streams; 

2) Restoration: Plan to make stream clearing 
and restoration efforts more effective; 

3) Monitoring and Communication: Improve 
availability of historical and real-time 
hydrometeorological data to enhance 
understanding of flood hazards, and promote 
use of social media to improve community 
connectedness before, during, and after 
extreme events; and 

4) Community Education and Training: Provide 
classes and educational materials in areas of 
identified community need to enhance holistic 
resilience to future climate-change induced 
disasters.

The team conducted research and visited 
with watersheds and communities across 
Haleleʻa trying to understand how can 
community and university partners can 
work together to integrate diverse sources 
of knowledge about watersheds to shape 
research aimed at enhancing community 
resilience to floods. We listened to what 
people had to say, which wasn’t to come in 
and help and clean up streams, but to 
enhance community structures and 
organizations and to equip communities 
with tools to better understand and 
respond to disasters in the places they 
know and understand. In October 2021 the 
team was awarded a $1 million Stage II 
grant to support communities across 
Halele’a to do just that. 
 

National Science Foundation
The v is ion  of  the pro ject  was to  
enhance social  and ecological  

community  res i l ience to  
increasing f lood r isk  through 

the fo l lowing pro ject  goals :
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Huliauapa'a AmeriCorps Program 
During its 2020-2021 inaugural year, 
the Huliauapaʻa AmeriCorps Program 
created ten 11-month long job 
opportunities for entry-level and 
mid-career Haumāna (Members) at 
non-profit organization Partner Wahi 
(Host Sites) across the paeʻāina. 

Haumāna received mentorship and 
training from Partner Wahi 
supervisors in the stewardship and
management of Hawaiʻi’s natural and 
cultural resources, with additional 
mentorship and training in 
specialized skillsets like communities 
ʻāina surveying and mapping from 
Huliauapaʻa staff. Additionally, and 
due to the pandemic, Haumāna 
participated in remote and wahi-
based learning opportunities 
throughout the program such as 
Huliauapaʻa’s Wahi Kūpuna 
Stewardship Program.  
 

Partner Wahi & Focus Areas
Hawaiʻi Forest Industry Association, Kaʻūpūlehu Dryland Forest, Hoʻola Ka Makanaʻā - Mālāma ʻāina, nānā ka 
maka, hoʻolohe ka pepeiao, paʻa ka waha, hana ʻike 
 
Ka Ipu Makani Cultural Heritage Center, Molokai - Mālāma ʻāina, loko wai, loʻi kalo, coordinated and managed 
keiki and haumāna programs, helped to alakaʻi hula and oli, facilitated hōʻike, developed and implemented culture 
and ʻāina-based curriculum, coordinated community outreach, and data monitoring/tracking 
 
Kauluakalana, Kailua Ahupuaʻa, Koʻolaupoko Moku, Oʻahu - Mālāma ʻāina, cultivate pilina with the ʻāina and 
people of Koʻolaupoko Moku, hana ʻike, kuʻi kalo, imu, kālai pōhaku and lāʻau, ʻapu niu, kaula hau, ulana lauhala, 
ʻohe kāpala, wahi kūpuna plane table mapping 
 
Mauliola Keʻehi, Oʻahu - Mālāma ʻāina, mālāma kai, mālāma honua, developed and implemented culture and 
ʻāina-based curriculum, nupepa ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi research,  hana ʻike 
 
Kuhiawaho, Oʻahu - Mālāma ʻāina, build community capacity in Waiawa    Ahupuaʻa, loʻi kalo, loko wai, cultivate 
pilina with the ʻāina and people of ʻEwa Moku, hana ʻike 
 
Mālama Hulēiʻa, Kauaʻi - Mālāma ʻāina, mālāma kai, mālāma honua, loko wai, virtual curriculum development and 
implementation, ʻāina  research (moʻolelo, wahi pana), ʻuhau umu pōhaku, hana ʻike 
 
The Waipā Foundation, Waipā Ahupuaʻa, Kauaʻi, Haleleʻa Moku - Mālāma ʻāina, build community capacity in 
Waipā Ahupuaʻa, loʻi kalo, loko wai, cultivate pilina with the ʻāina and people of the Haleleʻa Moku 
  
 
  
 
  
 

All Haumāna in the cohort were kamaʻāina/Native Hawaiian. 
Haumāna worked to kākoʻo Partner Wahi ʻāina stewardship efforts 
through collaborations and projects aimed at building capacity in 
volunteerism and communities outreach/engagement. The onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic necessitated the Huliauapaʻa 
AmeriCorps Program’s hasty transition from in-person, and ʻāina-
based, to remote participation with the option for in-person ʻāina-
based hana when safe/appropriate.  
 
 

Nine  haumāna successfully completed their terms. All qualifying Haumāna received a stipend and Segal 
Education Award to apply to student loans or continuing education. One Haumāna was hired into a full-
time position at their Partner Wahi. Huliauapaʻa will conclude the Program two years early on December 
31, 2021, in order to focus on other initiatives and efforts. 

http://www.kaipumakanichc.org/
https://waipafoundation.org/
https://malamahuleia.org/
https://www.kuhiawaho.org/
https://www.kauluakalana.org/
http://www.drylandforest.org/hoola-ka-makanaa-at-kaupulehu-dryland-forest
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Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program 
Hui Mālama i ke Ala ʻŪlili 

The Wahi Kūpuna Internship 
Program (WKIP) is a 
community, cultural and 
ʻāina-based internship for 
college haumāna and
emerging professionals 
interested in Wahi Kūpuna 
Stewardship (WKS) careers.  
The program is funded by 
Kamehameha Schools.  

For our 12th annual WKIP, we had the privilege of 
returning to Paʻauilo and Koholālele in the moku 
of Hāmākua, Hawaiʻi where we collaborated with 
Hui Mālama i ke Ala ʻŪlili (HuiMAU) to kākoʻo 
their ongoing ʻāina restoration and community 
building initiatives. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, this year’s WKIP was conducted in a 
hybrid format. Portions of the program, such as 
guest speaker presentations and discussions 
were held online, while other portions, including 
our fieldwork, were conducted in person, with 
strict social distancing and covid vaccination or 
testing 

protocols followed by all participants and staff. 
Additionally, the decision to select HuiMAU 
staff members as our haumāna for this year’s 
WKIP helped to limit potential exposure to the 
virus from other islands. This allowed us to 
work with a group that has already been 
implementing their own COVID-19 safety 
protocols while engaged in the ongoing work 
to mālama wahi kūpuna in an ʻāina to which 
each of the haumāna have close connections 
to, with many of the haumāna having direct 
genealogical ties to kūpuna of the area.

Photos Courtesy: Anianikū Chong

http://www.alaulili.com/
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“Kokolo mai ka mole uaua o ʻĪ”
The tough taproot of ʻ Ī  wi l l  crawl forth

The above quote is taken from the words of Palena, a Kohala chief, who upon seeing 
Kona chiefs brutally torturing Kuaʻana-a-ʻĪ, came to his rescue and warned the Kona 
chiefs that this Hāmākua chief, and descendant of ʻĪ would rule, and his descendants and 
lineage would rise up. The quote speaks to the resilience and persistence of the 
descendants of ʻĪ, who like the tough taproot of “ʻohana, community, and Lāhui aloha 
ʻāina”  will never cease to spread and grow despite any assault upon the rest of its kino. 
Like ʻUmi-a-Līloa, a descendant of ʻĪ, and a chief renowned for facilitating immense
bounty and well-being on Hawaiʻi during his reign, HuiMAU has been pivotal in 
facilitating the ongoing restoration of ʻāina and the cultivation of kānaka that is yielding 
remarkable young leaders firmly rooted in the practices and values of their ancestors. It 
has been a humble privilege for Huliauapaʻa and Nohopapa to kākoʻo i ko Hāmākua mau 
mamo, and to see the drastic growth that they have enabled since the last time WKIP 
had the privilege of being run there in 2015.

Photo Courtesy: Anianikū Chong
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This year, each of the 
haumana’s projects 
contributed to different 
aspects of restoring ʻāina and 
kānaka in Hāmākua including 
understanding historical and 
contemporary agricultural 
practices, revitalizing inoa 
ʻāina, identifying and 
understanding water 
resources and water 
distribution, and making 
connections between ocean 
resources and inland 
resources. As a part of 
completing the program, the 
haumāna composed original 
mele and pule for specific 
ʻāina within Hāmākua and 
created their own ʻohe kāpala 
designs which they used to 
print their kīhei.

Haumana Projects

Photo Courtesy: No'eau Peralto

This project aims to identify the traditional and historical agroforestry practices and/or systems that were 
once implemented within this area by utilizing māhele records, various historical records, books, and 
historical maps of nearby northward ahupuaʻa such as: Paʻauilo, Pahukiʻi, Kakaʻalaea, Kamokala, and 
Hauola in the district of Hāmākua. Within these ahupuaʻa, looking specifically at 1) vegetation, 2) methods 
of planting, and 3) environment within these ahupuaʻa will help better paint a picture of the historical and 
traditional landscape and gather the knowledge to remember, recultivate, and perhaps educate in more 
sustainable practices in the future. 
 

Historical Agroforestry and Agricultural Systems Around the ʻIli ʻĀina of Waipunalau throughout 
the Ahupuaʻa of Paʻauilo, Pahukiʻi, Kakaʻalaea, Kamokala, and Hauola in the district of 
Hāmākua 
Na: Lucon Route

This project focuses on the use of ethnohistoric research to help better understand the practice of 
agroforestry in Hāmākua Hikina (East Hāmākua), specifically in the gulches which border the various 
ahupua‘a. The goal of this project is to provide information and historical evidence to help guide the 
restoration of HuiMAU’s site located in Lepelau Gulch called Kaluaolono. Through the examination of 
Hawaiian Kingdom Land Commission Awards, historical newspapers, maps, and historical accounts of the 
region I was able to gather foundational knowledge of the types of mea kanu being cultivated in and 
near Lepelau gulch. The 'ike I have gained through this experience has deepened my pilina to Koholālele 
and furthered my interests in the various cultivation methods present in Hāmākua Hikina.  

Hawaiian Agroforestry Practiced in Hāmākua Hikina, Hawai‘i 
Na: Kamalei Matsumura

(Pictured standing left to right) - Bronson Palupe, Uakoko Chong, Kamalei Matsumura, 
Hiwa Kaʻapuni. (Pictured kneeling left to right) - Lucon Route, Azahrae Frazier
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This project focuses on tape and compass mapping Kaluaolono. Kaluaolono is a site located in 
Lepelau, the Northwestern boundary gulch of the ahupuaʻa of Koholālele. This site contains 
various intact and remnant features of an ancestral agricultural system. Found here are remnant 
rock walls, terraces and kūpuna groves of Kukui, ʻUlu, Kī and Maiʻa. The process of developing a 
map for such a special site, allowed for a better understanding of what this site was potentially 
utilized for and how it once functioned to cultivate ʻai for our kūpuna. Though we as a hui, have 
spent much time at Kaluaolono doing the physical restoration work, this project offered an 
opportunity to view this site through a different lens. This new perspective and time dedicated to 
this space also resulted in a mele being born and dedicated to be used to welcome those who 
come to visit. This mele speaks to the different features of Kaluaolono that persisted despite all 
of the landscape changes throughout the years of eucalyptus and sugar cane plantation 
practices. E ola mau Kaluaolono! 

He palapala ʻāina no Kaluaolono "Mapping Ancestral Agricultural Remnants in Koholālele" 
Na: Bronson Palupe

Lae Hina resides near Lepelau, the 
northwestern palena of Koholālele.    This lae 
kahakai stands next to the Kūʻula overlooking 
Keawapaewaʻa, where our poʻe lawaiʻa gather 
iʻa.    Through reading moʻolelo, researching 
LCA, and observing the kula, pali kahakai and 
kai communities, I have come to learn of the 
many different forms of Hina present in this 
region of Koholālele extending from the lani 
into our kai.    During the last days of this 
program, born was a mele that is dedicated for 
kilo days along the pali kahakai and kai region. 
 

Laehina Noho i ka Pali 
Na: Uakoko Chong

Ka Lua o Lono, a site in the ahupuaʻa of Koholālele that HuiMAU has been actively restoring, is an 
area where wai once flowed profusely. I began my project with the question: Aia i hea ka wai a 
Kāne? My māhele of research included locating those sources of wai, past and present, that
surround the site that may be signs of how we can restore wetland cultivation there today. 
Through analyzing land claimant awards and native testimonies that were documented by 
kānaka of the adjacent ahupuaʻa of Kaʻohe and ʻAʻamanu that lived during the time of the Māhele, 
I was able to find where ʻauwai, kahawai, loʻi and other agricultural practices that include wai 
were. So far, this has helped to provide us insight on what can be conducive to restoring the 
greater flow of water to the site, as well as how we can possibly rebuild and maintain loʻi kalo in 
Ka Lua o Lono. As we continue the restoration, management, and protection of Ka Lua o Lono 
and all of Koholālele, finding and opening sources of water will be of great importance in our 
kuleana to hoʻoulu ʻāina and hānai kaiāulu; these practices that not only sustain the life of this 
land, but of our lāhui as well. 

Hōʻale aʻe la i ka Wai: Exploring Wetland Cultivation at Ka Lua o Lono 
Na: Hiwa Kaʻapuni

Nā Moʻolelo o Paʻauilo, looks into the 
many moʻolelo or stories that are found 
in Paʻauilo. Both stories of old and stories 
from the many kanaka that live within 
the ahupuaʻa of Paʻauilo. Purpose of the 
paper is to document the many stories 
that can be found to tell the history of 
this ʻāina as well as helping to preserve 
and pass on the knowledge and names 
of this ʻāina.  

Nā Moʻolelo o Paʻauilo 
Na: Azahrae Frazier



KS 'Āina 
 
In partnership with Kamehameha 
Schools, Huliauapaʻa designed and 
piloted an integrated resource 
management mentorship pipeline 
called the ʻĀina Internship Program, 
to develop the next    generation of 
integrated resource management 
leaders.  
 
The program included six interns 
currently enrolled in the University 
of Hawaiʻi System; four of which 
were from the University of Hawaiʻi 
at Mānoa who focused on building 
community capacity at ʻĀina sites 
within Puʻuloa; and two from the 
University of West Oʻahu (UHWO) 
who focused on multimedia 
resources for Waiawa Kai, Kalauao, 
and Mokauea. Together teams 
produced an array of virtual 
engagement resources targeted 
towards teachers, K-12 learners, 
community members, and families 
within the ʻEwa moku. 

Interns recieved mentorship from 
Huliauapaʻa staff and guest 
speakers and were able to 
participate in various workshops 
that included ethnohistorical 
research, kuana ʻike, oral histories, 
site management planning, public
presentations and outreach. They 
also were were able to participate 
in various ʻāina activities which 
included, planting native plants 
and other crops to increase food 
production, learning about the 
kalo life cycle, learning about 
native Hawaiian fish and traditional 
fishing practices, various hana 
noʻeau (i.e. making ipu, lauhala
apolima, etc.), and clearing ʻāina 
for cultivation.

These virtual resources include, three 
videos related to Wai and Kalo, titled, 
Kupa ʻĀina Stories, three webpages 
highlighting wahi in Waiawa Kai, 
Kalauao, and Mokauea, and two 
handouts for Waiawa Kai and Mokauea. 
 
These    virtual resources begin to 
explore of rich cultural resources of 
ʻEwa. All of which are now available to 
view on the Huliauapaʻa website:  

14  |  KS ʻĀina Internship Program

Internship Program 

www.huliauapaa.org/ainainternship.html 

https://www.huliauapaa.org/ainainternship.html


Knock, knock! 
Designers let us in: Avery Jackson 

We want to say mahalo to Kamehameha Schools for this opportunity; to 
Kuhiawaho in helping to host and train the interns; to all our guest speakers 
Andre Perez, Camille Kalama, ʻĀina Paikai, Mikiʻala Pescaia, Kēhaulani Kupihea, 
and Kēhaulani Lum; to ʻĀina Paikai his ʻōiwi lens in story telling and helping to 
created these beautiful video resources;   and lastly mahalo to all the interns 
for your folks hard work and dedication to mālama our precious wahi kūpuna.
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During the months of October and November 2021, 
Huliauapaʻa and the Kaliuʻokapaʻakai Collective 
launched the kick-off of the Wahi Kūpuna Stewardship 
(WKS) Share Series. In partnership with the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs (OHA), the WKS Share Series was 
developed to provide subject-area expertise for 
Native Hawaiian communities to build community 
capacity to steward wahi kūpuna (ancestral places). 
Acknowledging that healthy and active pilina 
(relationships) with wahi kūpuna enrich our 
communities, reinforces a sense of identity, and 
honors the preservation of    Kānaka ʻŌiwi cultural 
heritage, this event series offered facilitated 
presentations and lively discussions with notable 
experts in the field who shared their experiences in 
natural and cultural resource management and 
restoration. Presenters shared real-life case examples, 
provided insight into the field of culture resource 
management and discussed innovative strategies for 
overcoming obstacles faced in wahi kūpuna 
stewardship.  
 
This Wahi Kūpuna Stewardship Share Series featured 
panels of multi-generational speakers that shared 
stories of the experiences that have been passed 
down to them that ground them to beloved wahi 
kūpuna. As carriers of knowledge unique to their 
experiences, panelists shared teachings that guide 
and shape their stewardship practices to wahi kūpuna, 
and how wahi kūpuna stewardship can become re-
envisioned as they ensure that ʻike is transferred to the 
next generation.  
 

Each presentation was themed to 
the ʻōlelo noʻeau, ku i ka māna. Like 
the one from whom he received what 
he learned. Said of a child who 
behaves like those who reared him. 
The saying, ku i ka māna, highlights 
the transfer of knowledge from one 
generation to the next and serves as 
a reminder of the many imparted 
lessons that have, and continue to 
feed us. Just as the way young keiki 
are fed by the mouths of those who 
raise them, we too are fed and 
nourished by the ʻike of beloved 
kūpuna, kumu, ʻohana, and all others 
who have reared us into the 
individuals we are today. From one 
generation to the next, knowledge is 
shared and thus embodied. In this 
way, we resemble the likeness of our 
kūpuna, our kumu, and our ʻohana 
whose teachings are forever 
preserved through their continuance. 
Ku i ka māna! 

ku i ka 
māna

L i k e  t h e  o n e  f r o m  
w h o m  h e  r e c e i v e d  

w h a t  h e  l e a r n e d .

Wahi Kūpuna 
Stewardship 
Share Series 

T h e  h a u m ā n a  r e c e i v e s  
k n o w l e d g e  f r o m  t h e  

m o u t h  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r s .  

https://www.oha.org/


17  |  Wahi Kūpuna Stewardship Share Series

Part 1 of the series kicked-off on October 09, 2021 with 
a panel presentation by Aunty Kaleo Paik and Kepoʻo 
Keliʻipaʻakaua. Titled,    “Journeying Through the 
Generations” Aunty Kaleo and Kepoʻo shared of their 
familial relations to one another and inspired 
attendees to reflect on the manaʻo of “joyful kuleana” 
as a way to enhance and celebrate our care and aloha 
for the unique roles we play to mālama ʻāina and wahi 
kūpuna throughout the paeʻāina.  

Part 2 of the WKS Share Series took place on November 05, 2021 and featured presentations by co-
founder of the notable Hawaiian ethnographic research firm, Kumu Pono Associates, Kepā Maly, Lānaʻi 
Culture & Heritage Center Executive Director, Shelley Kaleialoha Preza, and Native Hawaiian fine artist 
and Wai Welawela President, Nainoa Rosehill. During this kūkākūkā (discussion) style presentation, our 
guest speakers shared of the ways they incorporate Hawaiian ancestral knowledge into the work they 
do for their respective communities. 

journey through the 
generations is not just your 
moʻokūʻauhau... it is actually 

learning experiential 
knowledge through these 

people who came before us 
so that we can pass on this 

knowledge to the next 
generation. 

Journey Through the Generations

ʻIke Kūpuna: Empowering Hawaiian Communities 

"

Click here to watch 
presentation 
recordings!

Stay tuned for 
the continuation 

of the WKS 
Share Series in 

2022!

https://www.kaliuokapaakai.org/projectsandresources
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Through interpretive displays, 3D modeling and 
printing, and discussion on community engagement 
and educational workshops and internships, 
Huliauapaʻa and the Kaliʻuokapaʻakai Collective 
facilitated a presentation discussion with Jon Tulchin 
and Trever Duarte as they explored Kamehameha 
Schools' koehana collection and its history. During this 
presentation, Tulchin and Duarte spoke to 
Kamehameha Schools’ role in caring for Hawaiian 
koehana (artifacts) and offered some awesome insight 
into artifact curation, management, and the 
collections-based research used to inform their 
current resource management. 
 
 

Stewardship of Koehana 
with Kamehameha Schools 

Jon Tulchin has nearly two decades of 
experience in the realm of cultural resources 
management. He is the manager of the 
Kamehameha Schools Wahi Kūpuna Program, 
responsible for the stewardship and care of 
nearly 5,000 cultural sites located across 
Hawaiʻi. The Program strives to reactivate wahi 
kūpuna to connect the current generation with 
our ancestral past, and to provide inspiration 
and guidance for our future. 
 
 
Trever was born and raised in the ahupua’a of 
He‘eia, on the island of O‘ahu.  He has 13 years 
of experience in Hawaiian archaeology and 
currently serves as a cultural resource 
manager in Kamehameha Schools’ Wahi 
Kupuna Program. His appreciation for his 
kūpuna, their relationship to the environment, 
and their craftsmanship continues to grow with 
each project at Kamehameha Schools. 
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O n e  h i g h l i g h t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  
t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i v e  o n l i n e  r e s o u r c e  t h a t  a l l o w s  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t o  a c c e s s  a n d  
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e s e  k o e h a n a .  T h e  3 D  m o d e l s  
o f  t h e  k o e h a n a  w e r e  s u p e r  c o o l  a n d  I ' m  d e f i n i t e l y  
g o i n g  t o  p l a y  a r o u n d  w i t h  i t !  M a h a l o  n u i  

"

Check out our 
Facebook Page to 

watch the 
presentation 

recording!

https://www.facebook.com/huliauapaa/videos/?ref=page_internal
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This year, Huliauapaʻa wanted to support the next generation of wahi kūpuna stewards 
in  Hawaiʻi working towards their degree by hosting a scholarship contest for  undergraduate or 
graduate (either full-time or part-time) students to help lessen  the financial burden of college. 
We were looking for outstanding students in college    that are currently helping to grow their
community through their work in Wahi    Kūpuna Stewardship and hope that these monies will 
support their learning as the  next generation of leaders in Hawaiʻi.  

Mau Samuseva of Pūpūkea, Oʻahu 
shared of his cherished wahi kūpuna, 
the ahupuaʻa of Pāpaʻakoko nestled in 
the moku of Koʻolauloa on the island of 
Oʻahu. With the help of family and 
friends, Mau continues the work of 
restoring the loʻi, ponds, and meakanu 
of this wahi and sees its potential to 
mālama and feed his communities. Mau 
will be double majoring in Hawaiian 
Studies with a focus in Mālama ʻĀina 
and ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi at the Unviersity of 
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa.

Applicants were prompted to share a video or 
photo describing a wahi of personal significance 
and share how they mālama this wahi kūpuna. 
Each haumāna also shared how they will be using 
their education to strengthen their capacity to care 
for this special place. With numerous scholarship 
entries, we were pleased to announce our very 
first Huliauapaʻa Scholarship winners, Mau 
Samuseva and Makani Walker! 

HŪLŌ!
Mau Samuseva
Makani Walker

H u l i a u a p a ' a  

&

Photo Courtesy: Mau Samuseva

 Scholarship Contest
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Submitting his entry ma ka ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, Makani Walker of Hauʻula, Oʻahu shared of his pilina to 
the wahi kūpuna of Kahana, an ahupuaʻa in the moku of Koʻolauloa, on the island of Oʻahu. 
Growing up Makani has recognized the waiwai of this ahupuaʻa and has helped to restore both the 
loʻi kalo and loko iʻa of Kahana. Every week he takes the keiki of the community surfing in Kahana's 
shore as a way to both share the ʻike he has learned from his kumu and inspire the next 
generation to care for and protect this cherished wahi kūpuna.

"ʻO kēlā mau wahi a pau, 
mai uka a i kai... 
he    mea koʻikoʻi loa i 
piha pani paʻa i ka ʻike o 
nā kūpuna a me ka 
nohona Hawaiʻi o ka wā 
kahiko.

All of these places, 
from the mountains to 
the sea... theyʻre very 
important and are filled 
with the knowledge 
and culture of the past.

to our scholarship winners!   Both   winners received a $500.00 cash prize. We would also like to 
take the time to acknowledge and mahalo ALL of our scholarship entries this year; it has been 
humbling to see the passion, aloha, and inspiration you each have shared of your wahi kūpuna 
and the work you do in caring for it. We want to wish you all continued success in all your 
endeavors! Aloha ʻāina ʻoiaʻiʻo!

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  

To see all of our entries from 
this year head over to our 
Instagram Page @huliauapaa 
and check out our cover 
story#huliauapaascholarship 

Photo Courtesy: Makani Walker



FY 2021 NAGPRA 
Repatriation 
Grant Recipient 

22  |  Grant Recipients

During this 2021 fiscal year, the 
Kaliʻuokapaʻakai Collective and Huliauapaʻa 
were awarded a Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act Grant 
(NAGPRA). As one of 11 repatriation grant 
recipients and the only Native Hawaiian 
organization in this category, Huliauapaʻa 
received financial support to facilitate
community workshop trainings focused on 
the kuleana of mālama iwi kūpuna.  In efforts 
to increase community capacity in enacting 
critical-mass change towards this growing 
issue, the community outreach and training 
series are intended to develop and 
strengthen the skills, abilities, processes, and 
resources of families, community members, 
and organizations currently dealing with 
issues regarding the management and care 
of ancestral remains and burial sites. The 
training opportunities will create the stepping 
stone for which local families and 
communities can bridge the gap between 
community engagement so as to ensure that 
NAGPRA goals are further implemented in 
Hawaiʻi for the betterment of all those 
involved. community workshop trainings 

The National Park Service today 

announced $1.9 million in grants 

to nine Indian Tribes, one Native 

Hawaiian organization, and 22 

museums to assist in the 

consultation, documentation and 

repatriation of ancestral remains 

and cultural items as part of the 

Native American Graves 

Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA). 

~ National Park Services News Release | August 06, 2021 
Visit https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/nagpra--2021.htm 

to read more! 

"

Landscape Conservation 
Catalyst Fund Recipient 
The Kaliʻuokapaʻakai Collective, with support of Huliauapaʻa was awarded a $25k one-year grant 
from the Network for Landscape Conservation. As one of 15 recipients, the Kaliʻuokapaʻakai 
Collective was awarded funds to support the coordination of working groups for the Collective’s 
four focus areas that will additionally support the development of best management practices 
around wahi kupuna stewardship processes and other priority areas of concern. To learn more 
about the Network for Landscape Conservation check out their webpage at 
https://landscapeconservation.org/.

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/nagpra-grants-2021.htm
https://landscapeconservation.org/




24  |  Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa

Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa is one of Konaʻs largest intact traditional 
agricultural field systems preserved within a 354-acre area owned 
by Bishop Estate-Kamehameha Schools. Within the past 20 years, 
archeological field work has documented at least 3,500 features, of 
which 98.7% are considered traditional agricultural features. In 
2015, Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa began working to revitalize and restore this 
traditional system, which is now overtaken by invasive species, such 
as strawberry guava and Christmas berry. They have fenced in 16-
acres of this vast system and have so far cleared five acres, restoring 
it to serve its initial intention and purpose. Through these restoration 
efforts they have been able to reintroduce our native crops such as 
kalo, ʻuala, ʻulu, maiʻa, kō, ʻawa, ipu, uhi, ʻōhiʻa ʻai and wauke, as well 
as other indigenous plants such as kukui, pūhala, māmaki, ʻōlena, 
ʻaʻaliʻi, ahuʻawa and loulu. Along with cultivating and maintaining 
these crops and species, Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa also works to maintain 
our wahi kūpuna features such as the traditional kuaiwi stone walls, 
mākālua and other stone features.

Kahaluʻu Kūāhewaʻs vision aims for the revitalization of the wahi kūpuna Kahaluʻu Field Systems as a 
traditional Hawaiian agricultural landscape, and reconnecting kānaka to ʻāina. Through indigenous 
grassroots initiatives and sustainable restorative agricultural practices, the hui works to perpetuate 
ancestral knowledge to reinforce these connections. By providing ʻāina/placed based learning 
experiences, they offer a space and opportunity within our community to learn traditional Hawaiian 
knowledge and practices, and support the efforts to influence more local food productions, and maintain 
unique biodiversity within our island systems. Throughout the past five years Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa has been 
fortunate enough to have served approximately 1000 individuals within our community. They hope to 
continue to increase these numbers as they expand their presence and grow our resources as a 
community based nonprofit organization.

In June 2021, Huliauapaʻa 
embarked on a Stewardship 
partnership with the kahu of 
Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa, Jesse and 
Kim Kahoʻonei. Huliauapaʻa is 
serving as an organizational 
incubator and fiscal sponsor to 
support developing the 
capacity and impacts of this 
growing organization.  
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During the first half of the year we had the privilege 
of welcoming four members of the Kona 
community to their non-profit board; Kamuela 
Meheula, Ashley Obrey, Kanani Enos, and Keahi 
Tomas. In doing so, they have begun the steps to 
form their 501(c)(3) Non-profit Organization so they 
can better serve our Kona Community. In hopes of 
providing better access to Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa, the 
hui also launched their website, 
https://www.kahaluukuahewa.org/ which will 
serve as an online resource to our local and broader 
community.  
 
This year Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa also joined in the 
partnership of the Māla Network, a community of 
ʻāina based organizations/traditional field system 
stewards, which has been an amazing exchange of 
knowledge and experiences. This exchange 
continues to support their efforts, as they look to 
these well established organizations for mentorship 
and guidance. Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa has expanded 
their network among the community, such as with 
Donkey Mill Art Center, Ke Kula ʻo ʻEhunuikaimalino, 
and Hui Mālama I Ke Ala ʻŪlili to create pilina with 
the greater Hawaiʻi Island Community. In expanding 
our presence, we have also had the opportunity to 
give back as a resource to our Kona Community, 
such as providing kalo and kuʻi kalo workshops. 
 
After being restricted to hosting groups for almost 
an entire year due to the pandemic, a highlight has 
been reintroducing/hosting smaller groups, which 
has allowed us to really connect to our visitors. By 
welcoming these small groups and providing 
community outreach opportunities, we were able to 
serve approximately 160 people this year. With the 
reintroduction of hosting groups, we also 
implemented community volunteer workdays every 
month. 
 
 

As with the past years, Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa continues in their weekly wahi kūpuna stewardship efforts. This 
involves maintaining cultural features such as the traditional kuaiwi stone walls, stone planters and other 
documented features within the project site. The hui also works hard to keep up with the general 
maintenance and cultivation of native and indigenous introduced species, such as some of our traditional 
staples, kalo, ʻuala and ʻulu. There is always more work to do and Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa welcomes all who 
are willing to take the time to learn and understand the importance of these wahi kūpuna, and would like 
to work hard to ensure that this knowledge and history are available for future generations.

https://www.kahaluukuahewa.org/
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 In 2017, Huliauapaʻa partnered with 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument and was awarded the NOAA 
Preserve America Initiative Funding 
(PAIIF) grant to lead a series of 
ethnographic interviews to document 
the formative history of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument (PMNM). 
  
Our focus was gathering the moʻolelo 
and manaʻo of Native Hawaiian leaders 
who are responsible for the movement 
that resulted in effective advocacy and 
protection for the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands (NWHI) from 2000 to 
present. These community leaders 
forged successful partnerships which 
led to the integration of Native 
Hawaiian cultural values and concepts 
into the Monument management. While 
focused on documenting the history of 
the monument, this project also helped 
gain insight into indigenous principles, 
philosophies, and unique 
epistemologies deeply embedded in 
native worldview and the relationship 
between people and place.   

Watch this 

documentary 

film at

www.OHA.org/voices

The Voices of Papahānaumokuākea documentary was 
released by OHA this year which featured eight Native 
Hawaiian perspectives including an interview of our 
Huliauapaʻa president, Dr. Kekuewa Kikiloi. We are 
honored to have played a role in helping to capture the 
history and significance of Papahānaumokuākea and 
advocate    for its protection. Mahalo to the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs for this great work! To learn more 
about the ethnographic interviews conducted by 
Huliauapa'a please visit www.huliauapaa.org/voices.  

Voices of Papahānaumokuākea

https://www.huliauapaa.org/voices.html
https://www.oha.org/voices-of-papahanaumokuakea/


The Kali'uokapa'akai  
Collective Report Launch 
 

27  |  The Kaliʻuokapaʻkai Collective

Huliauapaʻa currently 
serves as the backbone 
organization for the 
Kali'uokapa'akai Collective. 
The backbone of a 
Collective serves to 
support, facilitate, and 
guide collaborative visions 
and strategies to move 
collective impact forward.  

In March 2021, The Kaliʻuokapaʻakai Collective 
launched a first of its kind report, presenting 
foundational Cultural Resource Management 
(CRM)  and Wahi Kūpuna Stewardship (WKS) data.  
 
Through initial gatherings, the Kaliʻuokapaʻakai 
Collective realized that a more complete 
understanding of the current state of CRM in Hawaiʻi 
was needed in order to address how to improve the 
system. Data compiled for this report includes: 
Kaliʻuokapaʻakai Collective working materials 
(meeting notes, surveys), presentations and breakout 
session notes from the 2019 KC Think Tank, publicly 
available quantitative data (e.g. Island Burial Council 
agendas and minutes, firms permitted under SHPD, 
Federal and State historic preservation laws and 
rules, etc.), and relevant articles and reports listed in 
our references section. 
 
One of the primary sources of information for this 
report is qualitative data gathered from the multiple 
meetings, interviews, webinars, and email 
communications with knowledgeable topic area 
experts, cultural practitioners, and wahi kūpuna 
stewards over the past two years. This important 
manaʻo, that has not been systematically 
documented before, is the foundation of this report, 
providing generational and place-based knowledge 
to inform our actions and recommendations from a 
Kanaka ʻŌiwi perspective. 
 
 
 

T h e  K a l i ʻ u o k a p a ʻ a k a i  C o l l e c t i ve  
re p o r t  s e r ve s  a s  a  g u i d i n g  
d o c u m e n t  t o  s t e e r  t h e  
C o l l e c t i ve  a l o n g  a  n ew  a l a  l o a  
( p a t h )  ove r  t h e  n ex t  few  ye a r s .  
I t  a i m s  t o  p re s e n t  c o m p l ex  
d a t a  i n  a  c l e a r  m a n n e r  t o  b r i n g  
awa re n e s s  t o  s p e c i f i c  Wa h i  
Kū p u n a  S t ewa rd s h i p  i s s u e s  a n d  
h i g h l i g h t  ways  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
o rg a n i z a t i o n s ,  p ro fe s s i o n a l s ,  
a n d  o t h e r s  c a n  t a ke  a c t i o n  
t o w a r d s  g r e a t e r  s t e w a r d s h i p  
o f  o u r  w a h i  k ū p u n a .  
 
 

Click to 

Download 

the Report

https://c1811418-0937-4dbb-9999-6f5157c2edc5.filesusr.com/ugd/b43cf0_830ce961b6f541a5aff2cb4a265820d9.pdf
https://www.kaliuokapaakai.org/kcreport


Huliauapa'a Strategic Planning 

28  |  Huliauapaʻa Strategic Planning 

During this past year, Huliauapa'a board and staff 

members participated in a Strategic Planning 

initiative led by Brandon Ledward and B.J. Awa. 

The objective of our sessions together was for our 

hui to  reflect on our organization's history and our 

past work in order to envision our hopes and 

desires to elevate the practice of wahi kūpuna 

stewardship moving into the future.  

 

• Better communicate our story 
internally and externally 
 
• Know our strengths and areas 
of future growth 
 
• Unify our team behind a vision 
of where we want to go 

Desired Outcomes 

• Take Collective Action/ 
Systems Change Approach to 
Improve Wahi Kupuna 
Stewardship 
 
• Empower Communities to Care 
for Their Resources 
 
•Indigenize the Field and 
Develop ʻŌiwi Methodologies 

Leverage Points  

Wahi kūpuna 
thriving through 

Hawaiian self- 
determination 

 

Our vision is... 



Visit Huliauapaa.org  

29  |  Huliauapaʻa Resources and Publications

Check 
out our 

updated 
website!

Our website now features an 
updated repository of all the 
resources and publications our 
hui has helped to develop over the 
years. These developed resources 
are intended to address high-
imapct issues in Hawai'i, ranging 
from understanding land tax and 
quiet title in Hawaiʻi to 
navigating    the kuleana and care 
of mālama iwi kūpuna. We 
encourage you to visit our 
webpage and explore these 
resources and publications!

What's new? 

https://www.huliauapaa.org/


Follow us on 
social media 

mahalo 
piha me ka 

From our 'ohana at 
Huliauapa'a to yours, we'd 
like to extend a warm 
mahalo to you all. To our 
funders, supporters, 
community partners, family, 
friends, and the larger 
lehulehu, we mahalo each 
of you for your continued 
support and the work you 
do to ensure the protection 
and care of Hawaiʻi's 
precious wahi kūpuna! We 
look forward to what the 
new year will bring to us all! 
Aloha ʻāina kākou! 
  
 

End of the Year
Donation

Click here to make 
a contribution 

https://www.instagram.com/huliauapaa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9gVckqV8N0Wv129jmHsO1w/featured
https://www.facebook.com/huliauapaa/
https://www.huliauapaa.org/donate.html

